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Synopsis

This complete edition of Caesar's Commentaries contains all eight of Caesar’s books on the Gallic
War as well as all three of his books on the Civil War masterfully translated into English by W. A.
MacDevitt. Caesar's Commentaries are an outstanding account of extraordinary events by one of
the most exceptional men in the history of the world. Julius Caesar himself was one of the most
eminent writers of the age in which he lived. His commentaries on the Gallic and Civil Wars are
written with a purity, precision, and perspicuity, which command approbation. They are elegant
without affectation, and beautiful without ornament. Of the two books which he composed on
Analogy, and those under the title of Anti-Cato, scarcely any fragment is preserved; but we may be
assured of the justness of the observations on language, which were made by an author so much
distinguished by the excellence of his own compositions. His poem entitled The Journey, which was
probably an entertaining narrative, is likewise totally lost. All of Caesar’s works that remain intact are
contained in this edition of his commentaries. It is to the honor of Caesar, that when he had
obtained the supreme power, he exercised it with a degree of moderation beyond what was
generally expected by those who had fought on the side of the Republic. His time was almost
entirely occupied with public affairs, in the management of which, though he employed many
agents, he appears to have had none in the character of actual minister. Caesar deprecated a
lingering death, and wished that his own might be sudden and speedy. And the day before he died,
the conversation at supper, in the house of Marcus Lepidus, turning upon what was the most eligible
way of dying, he gave his opinion in favor of a death that is sudden and unexpected. He died in the

fifty-sixth year of his age, and was ranked amongst the Gods.
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Customer Reviews

THE WAR IN GAUL BOOK | I. All Gaul is divided into three parts, one of which the Belgae inhabit,
the Aquitani another, those who in their own language are called Celts, in ours Gauls, the third. All
these differ from each other in language, customs and laws. The river Garonne separates the Gauls
from the Aquitani; the Marne and the Seine separate them from the Belgae. Of all these, the Belgae
are the bravest, because they are farthest from the civilisation and refinement of [our] Province, and
merchants least frequently resort to them and import those things which tend to effeminate the
mind; and they are the nearest to the Germans, who dwell beyond the Rhine, with whom they are
continually waging war; for which reason the Helvetii also surpass the rest of the Gauls in valour, as
they contend with the Germans in almost daily battles, when they either repel them from their own
territories, or themselves wage war on their frontiers. One part of these, which it has been said that
the Gauls occupy, takes its beginning at the river Rhone: it is bounded by the river Garonne, the
ocean, and the territories of the Belgae: it borders, too, on the side of the Sequani and the Helvetii,
upon the river Rhine, and stretches towards the north. The Belgae rise from the extreme frontier of
Gaul, extend to the lower part of the river Rhine; and look towards the north and the rising sun.
Aquitania extends from the river Garonne to the Pyrenaean mountains and to that part of the ocean
which is near Spain: it looks between the setting of the sun and the north star. 1l. Among the
Helvetii, Orgetorix was by far the most distinguished and wealthy. He, when Marcus Messala and
Marcus Piso were consuls, incited by lust of sovereignty, formed a conspiracy among the nobility,
and persuaded the people to go forth from their territories with all their possessions, [saying] that it
would be very easy, since they excelled all in valour, to acquire the supremacy of the whole of Gaul.
To this he the more easily persuaded them, because the Helvetii are confined on every side by the
nature of their situation; on one side by the Rhine, a very broad and deep river, which separates the
Helvetian territory from the Germans; on a second side by the Jura, a very high mountain which is
[situated] between the Sequani and the Helvetii; on a third by the Lake of Geneva, and by the river
Rhone, which separates our Province from the Helvetii. From these circumstances it resulted that
they could range less widely, and could less easily make war upon their neighbours; for which
reason men fond of war [as they were] were affected with great regret. They thought, that
considering the extent of their population, and their renown for warfare and bravery, they had but

narrow limits, although they extended in length 240, and in breadth 180 [Roman] miles.



Same as "The Commentaries Of Caesar" In hardback. The hardback will be a backup copy in case
this one gets frayed!! | was always a big Roman history buff!! I'll enjoy reading this in text form like |
did in comic book form in "Classics lllustrated" Ariovistus, Vercingetorix, can’t forget names like

these!!

The copy of Caesar's Commentaries was in first rate condition as advertised. | was quite pleased

with the quality of my purchase.

This is an excellent historical read. It changed my view of Gaius Julius Caesar. Writing is a virtue of

Civilization.

Mostly written by Caesar, this book provides an insightful view of ancient warfare from a general’s
perspective, including such topics as the siege, infantry/calvary interaction, the value of enemy
awareness, military engineering, intelligence, moral building, calculated risk, and so on. It also
describes such topics as the ancient use of the defeated providing hostages, the temperament of
the Celtic tribes, the competition for the areas west of the Rhine (Gaul), the lifestyles and state of
civilization of the Germanic tribes (this may be the first recorded account of the Germans), and
political strategies.Note that Caesar writes in the third person, which almost makes it seem like it
was written by an impartial historian (which is obviously not the case... Hence, its accuracy must be
questioned to some degree).The only downside of this book is its translation, which | compare to
reading an old version of the bible. Sentences run very long, paragraphs cover entire pages, verbs
are placed in odd parts of sentences,.. etc. It takes a while to get through it. It is, however, worth the

effort, and is a interesting window into the past.

| am not learned in Latin but the translation did not flow in English. The tenses changed so suddenly
and inappropriately that | suspect the translator of being too literal and the end result was difficult to
read in English. It gave the impression of one step above a computer translation. | can’t imagine
Caesar and his scribes being so crude.l must read another edition before | have an opinion on the

book-it was difficult and tedious to read. Maps would have been helpful.

| liked the translation--it brought Caesar’s style to life. It also seemed to me that the section
completed by Caesar’s associate was distinct in style, which again made Caesar’s more vivid. Be

warned, though, that there is absolutely no commentary, which for me was problematic, as it the



work clearly has its propaganda elements, and it would be nice to know exactly how much of a

stretch some representations are. But for those looking for a straight translation, it's a nice choice.

all as described

Writing was like a legal document. He was a very intelligent and courageous man but after a while
the battles wear thin.
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